Research Roundtable: “Urban Mobility and the Automobile of the Future”
When:  Friday, October 7, 2011, 8:30am-11:00am

Where:  Conference Room, La Follette School of Public Affairs, 1225 Observatory Drive, Madison, WI 53706 

Description: 

The UW-Madison European Union Center of Excellence and the La Follette School of Public Affairs invite you to a Friday, October 7, research roundtable exploring questions around urban mobility and the automobile of the future.  Participants may attend all or part of what promises to be a spirited discussion from 8:30 - 11:00 am at the La Follette School of Public Affairs.  A continental breakfast will be served.

Issues to be covered include:  public policy and the reinvention of the automobile industry; energy mix and distribution; the interface among business, urban design and environmental regulation; and workforce and business competitiveness in the globalized economy. 
Dr. Matthias Weigand, head of trans-media law for Bavaria’s environmental ministry will give the welcome.   He helped develop Wisconsin’s innovative Green Tier law that the UW also supported through research, conferences and student projects. Prof. Graham Wilson, political science, Boston University, and Prof. Gary Herrigel, political science, University of Chicago, will facilitate the roundtable.  

The roundtable will follow a conference the day before in which experts from business, government and education will examine how the German experience can be adapted in the Midwest and the new auto industry and urban infrastructure.  “Reinventing the Industrial Heartland:  Supply Chain Sustainability and the New Automotive Industry” is supported by the American Council on Germany, U-W Madison Center for German and European Studies,  and the German Marshall Fund.  The conference is co-sponsored by the UW and state agencies.
